MITCHELL BROOK
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Upcoming Dates:

Friday 27th May - Friday 31st May
School holiday - school closed

Monday 3rd June
School re-opens - 830am

Wednesday 5th June
Class photographs

Friday 7th June - 9.30am
Willow Class Extravaganza

Friday 14th June - 9.30am
Palm Class Extravaganza

Friday 21st - Monday 24th June
Pre-Secondary School Journey

Monday 24th - Friday 28th June
Health Week at Mitchell Brook

Thursday 27th June
Mitchell Brook School Olympics

Friday 28th June - 3.30pm
Family Fun Day!!

Tuesday 9th July - 5.00pm
Pre-Secondary Show

Tuesday 16th July - 2.00pm
Nursery Graduation

Wednesday 17th July
Pre-Secondary Graduation

Tuesday 23rd July - 1.00pm
Term (and school year!) ends

Attendance

April/ May, 2024

While we understand that children can be ill
several times over the year it seems that we
have a number of children whose high
number of absences are causing concern.

Please be aware that we do call if your child
has an unexplained absence and not all
absences are authorised. For repeated
absence we may request evidence (antibiotic
or other prescription).

The government has set ambitious targets for
school attendance and it is for all schools to
commit to reaching these.

Attendance Winners

EYFS KS1 KS2
w/b 15th Teak 2 Laurel 5 Holly
April 94% 97% 96%
w/b 22nd Teak 1 Cedar 5 Holly
April 95% 96% 99%
w/b 2%th | Bonsai | 2 Willow 5 Palm
April 97% 926% 98%
w/b6th | Bonsai | 2 Willow 3 Kapok
May 95% 96% 100%!!
w/b 13th Teak 2 Laurel 6 Kauri
May 94% 95% 100%!!
w/b 20th Oak 1Pine 5 Holly
May 94% 97% 98%

Average attendance so far this year is still

9390. This is well below our target of
97%.



Headteacher’s Update
We love Mitchell Brook! Do you?

There has been a lot of exceptional work
undertaken at the school over the past half
term. With the warmer weather, we have had
more opportunities for the children to go out
of the school on trips and visits. We often get
a lot of praise about our children when they
are in public. Often the public remark on their
exemplary behaviour or their articulate
questions and/or answers. At Mitchell Brook,
we are always striving to be exceptional in all
that we do and offer. For so long, Mitchell
Brook’s reputation was not as positive and
strong as it is now. We have all worked so
hard at making it the school it is today; one
that we are so proud of. The fact that we can
take the children out today and for them to
be recognised in such a positive light, is a real
credit to everyone. In recent times, I have
also had the opportunity to talk about Mitchell
Brook to outside people. It fills me with pride
to talk about our school community and to
show people around our exceptional school.
Families play a huge part in this. You are your
children’s first teachers and their role models
for the future. I would like to reiterate the
utmost importance we must place on working
in partnership. The strength in working
together and you as parents/carers trusting
that we always have the children’s best
interests at heart. As we move in to the final
term I would like you all to consider how to
support your children to be exceptional
members of the Mitchell Brook community.
Think about:

e School Uniform - this is our school
identity and wearing correct uniform
with the utmost pride is vital. Check
the school website if you are unsure
of our expectations.

e Attendance and punctuality - being
at school on time for learning is so
important, especially as everyone is
having a reading or phonics lesson
at the beginning of the day. Also,
being in school every day when your

child is well is essential. If your chil
has missed more than 10% of their
learning time, this means there are
learning gaps.

e Exceptional behaviour in and out of
school - this is a non-negotiable.
Children do not come to school to
have other children treat them
unkindly or to disrupt their learning.
If we speak to you about your child’s
behaviour, then the expectation is
that you work with us to support
improvement and the sanctions we
impose.

e Supporting learning- every child has
home practice to complete. Please
support them by encouraging
regular reading at home. Every child
visits the school library so there is no
need for you to buy books.

Let’s continue to strengthen our partnership
between home and school so to further
strengthen our position as one of the top
schools in Brent.

Theresa Landreth
Headteacher

Holiday Superstar Challenges
During the Easter break, pupils were assigned
STEM Superstar challenges to complete.
These challenges were designed to encourage
critical thinking, problem-solving and
evaluative skills- with a focus on Science,
Maths and Engineering. It was fantastic to
see so many children bring back jaw-dropping
models, supported with in-depth explanations
of their investigations. The students were
eager to articulate their findings and draw
conclusions following the question prompts
that were provided. Here are some of the
examples that particularly stood out:



For the half term break, the Superstar
Challenge is set around our new and exciting
orienteering course! This involves using maps
of the school site to find a series of markers
in the shortest amount of time possible. All
children will have the opportunity to use the
different courses and develop their physical
fitness, map reading skills and team-work.

The Superstar Challenge is an opportunity for
the children to design their own course -
either using the map provided or one they
have drawn themselves. A challenge has
been created for each key stage to enjoy.

All the Superstar Challenges have been
emailed to families, uploaded onto Seesaw
and Google Classrooms and put onto the Year
Group pages of our school website as well.
Please bring the completed challenges into
school for everyone to see! Alternatively
pictures can be brought into school or
uploaded onto Seesaw or Google.

Introducing AllChild...

The West London Zone programme is
expanding to other parts of the country, so a
new name was needed to help people
understand what we do. We chose AllChild
because the children we work with, in all of
our schools, are at the centre of everything
we do. We support children with not only
their school work, but also with how they feel,

how they get on with their friends and life
outside of school. Nothing about the work
that we do is changing - just the name of the
charity and the logo!
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Our new orienteering course!
We are over the moon to announce that
Mitchell Brook now has its very own
orienteering course! This addition to our
PE provision will not only allow our
children to participate in Outdoor
Adventurous Activity, but will also provide
lots of other exciting outdoor learning
opportunities across the curriculum.

Over the next half term, children across
all key stages will have opportunities to
engage themselves in orienteering and
learn new, important skills such as map
reading, direction and problem solving.

R.E. Trips

Exciting times have been had during our
RE learning! Here are some of the R.E
trips that have taken place recently:
Reception and Year 3 explored the
Swaminarayan Temple, delving into the
rich teachings of Hinduism. Children had
the
opportunity
to learn
about the
building of
the temple
and watched
the Aarti
ceremony.
Classes took part in a Q&A session where
they were able to deepen their




understanding about religious practices
and learn more about living Hindu
traditions.

Year 2 embarked on a lovely visit to the
Brent Sikh Centre Gurdwara, immersing
themselves in the Sikh faith and culture.
Children were able to watch the Langar
and have their questions answered by a
Guru! Year 4 had a reflective time at St
Mary's
g church,
discovering
the
significance
of Christian
practices
and beliefs.
They had the opportunity to speak to
Father Chris at the church and had the
opportunity to learn about different
practices that Christians take part in.

Sports Updates!

Recently, we had the chance to attend a
Year 2 Disney Shooting Stars Event. A
group of Year 2 girls were selected to
dress up as their favourite Disney
characters and take part in football
activities led by students at Kingsbury
High School. We have also been selected
to represent Brent at the London Youth
Games for Orienteering! Watch this space
for results in Summer 2!

Learning Snapshot

Please see the Mitchell Brook social media
feeds for regular photos, videos and
updates on school events and current
learning!

You can find us on:

Twitter (X) - @MBrookprimary @
and Instagram -

mitchell.brooknw10

Nursery

Fe Fi Fo Fum! Can you hear the Giant
coming? We have
been reading the
traditional tales
Goldilocks and the
Three Bears, The
Three Little Pigs and
Jack and the
Beanstalk. The
children have learned
to identify, describe
and create characters and settings,
developing our knowledge and
mathematical
language and
sizing the Bears’
beds, bowls and
chairs. We have
also created
houses of sticks,
bricks and straw
for the pigs while
that big bad wolf huffed and puffed!
Retelling the stories boosts our confidence
and communication, and acting out the
scenes has been so much fun! Each day,
we write our names in order to get ready
for Reception.

Reception

Reception have had a fabulous half term
focusing on Traditional Tales! We read
about Little Red Riding Hood, The Three
Little Pigs and The Three Billy Goats’
Gruff. We have written letters, created
wanted posters and written character



descriptions about the wolf! In Maths, we
have focused on
numbers to 15
and learnt how to
¢ partition numbers
in three ways! We
have enjoyed the
wonderful weather
in our outdoor
area and have
focused on
learning in our

water area!

Year1

This half term, the children have
thoroughly enjoyed learning about the
Great Fire of London. Using the skills of a
historian, they sequenced key events,
explored life in the past and made
comparisons to current day London.

They recorded their findings and
showcased their incredible writing skills by
writing a diary entry from the perspective
of Samuel Pepys and creating their own
newspaper reports.

Year 1 have started to
learn how to tell the time
and have taken it in their
stride, being able to
recognise o’clock and half
past the hour. We've also
been learning how to
subtract using simple
stories.

To celebrate the
legacy of Stephen
Lawrence and the
importance of
celebrating
individual talents,

Year 1 spent time understanding their
own skills and talents which was then
followed by class talent shows.

Year 2

We have had a fun filled half term, we
have been learning about the seas and
coasts,
getting us
ready for our
trip to

Y Littlehampton
Beach. Laurel
have had a
fun time,
putting on
their Extravaganza which is linked to our
seas and oceans topic. They had fun,
informing Mitchell Brook about the ocean
and how we can keep our oceans clean
and safe for the animals.

Year 3

In Year 3, Kapok
class kicked off

% the half term

R with an amazing
s extravaganza

: focused on the
Greek and
Persian war,
celebrating their
history learning. In Literacy, the children
fueled their passion for poetry by
exploring a variety of Caribbean-inspired
poems, where they reenacted and recited
their favorite
stanzas about a
Poinciana Tree. In
Art, they honed
their line drawing
skills by creating
Zentangles with
repeated patterns.



~ This term,
Year 4 have
had a
wonderful six
weeks of
active
learning, trips
and
workshops!
They attended
an interactive workshop at the British
Museum where they extended their
learning on Roman London and had the
opportunity to ask and answer questions
as well as analyse
wm the artefacts

| restored from
Roman Britain.
Mulberry and
Magnolia visited St
Mary's Church and
learnt about the
significance that the church has within
Christianity (Maple class will be visiting
shortly!) In Design & Technology, Year 4
used clay to create sculptures of dragon
faces. They carefully carved the shape of
the dragon before using various ceramic
tools and techniques to create the finer
details of their sculpture.

Year 5
Throughout this term, Year 5 have had
T T opportunities to
r"? AR G ¢ enrich their

. SA @ academic

Pt T . | experience in a
range of different
ways. Their trip to
London Central
Mosque was a
highlight, where
they not only

appreciated the architecture of the
building but also actively participated in
workshops- delving into the key principles
of Islam. They took part in guided tours
which provided them with invaluable
insights into the significance of the
mosque within the community. They were
also informed of the interfaith events that
take place at the mosque, making it a
place of importance for all. In PSHE,
pupils took part in debates and
thought-provoking discussions to
commemorate Stephen Lawrence day.
Inspired by Stuart Lawrence’s compelling
book, 'Silence is not an option', they were
motivated to write newspaper reports,
reflecting on themes of courage,
resilience, and social activism. In Maths,
children started exploring Fractions and
were able to successfully build upon their
knowledge from last year to convert
improper fractions to mixed nhumbers
when multiplying fractions with whole
numbers.

Pre-Secondary

This term, Pre-Secondary have worked
incredibly hard in their lessons to revise
and prepare for their end of Key Stage 2
SATs. They have maintained an amazing
growth mindset and positive attitude
towards demonstrating all they have
learned throughout primary school! Within
Reading lessons, the children have been
using their comprehension skills to
approach a range of different fiction and
non-fiction texts. They especially enjoyed
reading The Lost Queen, a descriptive
adventure story. Using evidence from the
text, children were able to draw the
setting, finding all the descriptive
language that matched their drawings.
We have also played lots of fun Maths
quizzes to test all that we remember



about shapes, fractions, arithmetic, and
so much more! In the lead up to STEM
Week, Pre-Secondary
have undertaken two
Design & Technology
projects, applying
their engineering skills
to design and
construct bridges and
protective casings for
an egg. We loved
seeing how well the
eggs survived when
thrown from the first story windows and
how much weight their bridges could
hold! It was great to see how effective
our creations were and how well we have
worked as a team!

We hope you have a restful break and
we look forward to seeing the children
return on Monday 3rd June at 8.30am!



