News & Updates for Mitchell Brook Primary

Message from Ms Landreth

Dear Families of Mitchell Brook,
Our School Vision Statement

‘Inspiring the minds of tomorrow to be confident life-long learners; through high Ambition,
strengthening a positive sense of Identity and contributing to Society so that every child can
succeed

As we approach the end of week 3 with the children, I would like to thank those parents who have
demonstrated their full support of the school and our vision as outlined above, by doing the
following:

Coming to school from day 1

Children wearing the correct school uniform

Bringing the children to school at or before 8:30 .am
Reading with their children

Attending allocated meetings

Treating staff with kindness and respect

By the end of September, all families will have had a chance to meet the staff working with the
children and to look inside the classrooms. As a community, we want the very best for the children
and that can only be achieved through trust and partnership working. I look
forward to building on this together with you all over the coming year.

Best wishes,
Theresa Landreth

Headteacher
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School Day

BREAKFAST CLUB
7:30 -8:15.am (children are taken to class by 8:30)

Breakfast Club continues to be at a low cost of 50p per day and this needs to be paid in advance
on school money.

Just a reminder that being in school on time for learning is essential. Phonics and
Reading lessons start straight away at 8:45. This means that children should be coming through
the gate as soon as it opens at 8:30, ready to learn.

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 should enter through the front gate (Gate 1). KS2 can enter through
either Gate 1 or Gate 3 (back gate).

From Monday 26th September, any children who are late (entering the premises after the
gates close) will need to register in the front office. The black gate will not be open. Persistent
lateness will be referred to Brent Local Authority as it is neglectful for children to regularly miss
learning.

Attendance

We are aiming for 97% attendance across the school.

Attendance is a key focus for school improvement this year, as great attendance is linked to higher
attainment and progress. This will be monitored very carefully and persistent absence will be
challenged.

As outlined in the Government's new guidance, schools will be expected to do this as part of the
recovery programme to narrow the gaps left from the lockdowns.

We cannot approve any leave during term time unless it is an exceptional
circumstance. Please do not be offended if we ask for proof to support the request.

Any children who returned late back to school will have an unauthorised absence and
may be fined. We cannot accept any excuse for not returning back to school on time.

These are NOT reasons to be off school:

Tiredness

Passport appointments
Birthdays

Parent iliness
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Dental check ups

Sibling unwell

Moving home

Uniform is dirty

Trip to the airport to drop off or pick someone up

Non urgent appointments should be out of term time. If you have an appointment after school,
ask to use the After School Club. Before you keep your child off school, please consider the
learning they are missing out on.

4 ...being in school at least 95% of the time (180-190 days)

175 non-term days
All this time for shopping,
holidays, appointments etc.

School days
In each year

180
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Best chances Poor attendance Very poor attendance
of success less chance serious impact on

of success education and
reduced life chances

DID YOU KNOW? A two week holiday in term time means
that the highest attendance you can achieve is 94.7%

3

Attendance Newsletter 2022



Our STARS Attendance Initiative

WEEKLY

Each week the class from Early Years and Key Stage One and the class from Key Stage Two with
the highest attendance will receive a special certificate and class prize.

Each Class will monitor their own attendance on a weekly basis, at the end of the week every child
with 100% attendance receives a raffle ticket for a class raffle.

TERMLY

The school also encourages attendance on a termly basis by awarding individual pupils with 100%
attendance. The winner of each class raffle is entered into a whole school prize draw at the end of
term.

The class with the most certificates at the end of each half term are rewarded with a whole class
event.

Term Dates 2022/23

Half Term: Monday, 24 October 2022 —Friday, 28 October 2022
INSET: Friday, 25" November 2022 SCHOOL CLOSED

Term Finishes: Friday, 16 December 2022

Term Starts: Wednesday, 4 January 2023
Half Term: Monday, 13 February 2023 - Friday, 17 February 2023

Term Finishes: Friday 31% March 2023

4

Attendance Newsletter 2022



Term Starts: Monday 17th April 2023
Bank Holiday: Monday, 1 May 2023
Half Term: Monday, 29 May 2023 - Friday, 2 June 2023

Term Finishes for Children: Thursday 20" July 2023
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