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Upcoming Dates: Attendance Certificate Winners
Monday 12th - Friday 16th February EYFS KSI KS2
Half Term break - school closed
h .
Monday 19th February - 8.30am ;’:,/:uitry Teak 21 ‘F:\',r:le & 5 Holly
School opens for all children 100% 9;0/ow 98%
(0]
Friday 23rd February - 9.30am
Cedar Class Extravaganza \SV/b 15th Teak 1Cedar | 4 Magnolia
anuary 0 0 0

Friday 1st March - 9.30am 96% 96% 99%
Mulberry Class Extravaganza whb22nd | Teak 2 Laurel 6 Kauri
Thursday 7th March January 98% 98% 98%
World Book Day - children dress up as a
book character w/b 29th Teak 1Elm 5 Holly

. JEIALEIR 98% 97% 100%
Friday 8th March
Read-a-thon!

?

Friday 8th March - 9.30am Headteacher’s Update
Cherry Class Extravaganza Welcome to 2024!
Friday 15th March - 9.30am A new year brings new hope and promise.

We cannot get away from the fact that many
things have been difficult whether it be the
overall cost of living crisis, the health system,
our own health and well being and the
Friday 22nd March - 9.30am uncertainty for the future. At Mitchell Brook,
Sycamore Class Extravaganza we will be continuing to focus on providing
high quality education and care to your
children despite all of the challenges we have

Magnolia Class Extravaganza

Thursday 21st March - 1.30pm
Parent Consultations

A‘_:tendance been presented with. We are very fortunate
This year’s whole school attendance to have skilled staff who are driven by
target is 97%o. wanting the very best for your children.

This has led to a history of proven success
and we intend on maintaining this. We look
forward to positive and outward support from
families, working together in partnership.

Happy new year!
Best wishes, Theresa Landreth



Scholastic Book Fair

Congratulations!

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE
WHO ATTENDED OUR
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR.

Together we have raised..£387.79.
for our school to spend on FREE BOOKS

MSCHOLASTIC

A huge thank you to all our families who
purchased books from the Scholastic Book
Fair during the Autumn Parent
Consultations. Almost £1000 of books
were bought which means over £350
worth of books have been given to the
school! Thank you for continuing to
promote reading at home and supporting
the school as well.

Children’s Mental Health Week
This week we have been celebrating
Children's Mental Health Week which is an
annual event at the school. The theme of
the week has been "My Voice Matters"
which fits in well with our ambitious
curriculum that focuses on developing a
positive sense of identity. We have a
range of activities planned for this week
including an assembly and a Family
Partnership Meeting. We will end the
week with our yearly Ambition Day where
the children will come to school dressed
as their chosen future career.

Home Practice

Home Practice is set weekly or fortnightly
to support students in remembering their
learning and having the opportunity to
practise any new learning.

We ask that children read daily, either
from their leveled book or their chosen
library book. Numbots (KS1) or
Timestables Rockstars (KS2) are most
effective when completed for 5 mins, 4
or 5 times a week. Spellings are set
every week to be practised in the
Spelling or Home Practice books and can
also be revised through the assignments
set on Edshed. You can see how effective
this practise has been by looking at the
spelling test results in your child’s book.
In addition to this, a quiz is set on Maths
Shed every fortnight in order to
consolidate the most recent in-class
learning.

If you would like any further information
about the Home Practice platforms or how
to access them, please see the Home
Practice page, found under the Learning
tab, on the school website.

Learning Snapshot

Please see the Mitchell Brook social media
feeds for regular photos, videos and
updates on school events and current
learning!

You can find us on:
Twitter (X) - @MBrookprimary
and Instagram -

mitchell.brooknw10

Nursery

It's been busy at
the Bonsai Farm!
The children
enjoyed exploring
life on the farm,
how to look after
animals and
creating a




role-play farm to implement their
knowledge from the stories we've read
and songs we have sung. We have been
developing our creative skills, using paint,
collage, and clay. We made puppets to
sing and act out Old McDonald in our
music area outside. We are fantastic at
Phonics! The children are enjoying their
phonics sessions and are beginning to
blend sounds to read words! The children
have developed their maths learning by
practicing number formation, creating
repeating patterns and counting and
recognising numbers.

Reception

Spring 1 has been an exciting learning
experience so
far! Reception
have explored
the new topic
of 'Under the
Sea' and we
have read some
exciting new
books like The
Rainbow Fish,
Commotion in
the Ocean and
Octopus
Shocktopus.
The children have experimented with
different materials to make some fabulous
artwork, they have created storyboards,
labelled images and used adjectives to
describe different characters. We have
also been developing our number sense
by taking a deep look into the numbers
6-10. The children can confidently recall
the parts of 5!

As we have been exploring the Ocean
theme, the children have also learnt about
the implications of littering and plastic use

- they became ‘Eco Warriors’ and have
been protecting the planet by removing
the rubbish in the sand and water
outside! We will continue our learning of
the world by exploring and celebrating
Lunar New Year this week! Make sure to
check the Reception Newsletter on
Seesaw where you will find all the
wonderful photos of the children's
learning.

Year 1

This half term, Year 1 have thoroughly
enjoyed learning
= about China.

. Making links to
the prior

. knowledge and

| learning on the
United Kingdom,
the children have
confidently been
able to make
comparisons between the two locations.

During our Maths lessons, the children
have learnt all about
2D and 3D shapes,
understanding that
shapes are identified
by their properties.
We then moved on
to exploring a new
concept of
Tetromiones and Pentominoes. The
children took part in an investigation
where they discovered all the possible
arrangements!




Spring 1 has been a
busy half term! We
have been learning
about St. Lucia,
including reading books
about the carnival. Year
2 have been acting out
the life cycle of a plant,

from seed to seed
dispersal. In Art we
are learning all
about Pop Art - we
have been creating
repeating patterns
using stencils made
from card and using
soft pastels to
colour the paper.

In Science lessons,
we have been observing what plants need
to grow and looking at the effects of light
and water on plant growth.

Year 3

This half term,

{ the Year 3

& children have
been learning all
about plants and
took a trip to the
Welsh Harp
Educational
Centre to deepen
their
understanding about this Science topic
further. The children enjoyed learning all
about how seeds are dispersed, the
importance of beehives and were able to
become brilliant botanists by creating
their very own nature butterflies.

Year 4 participated in
a fantastic science
workshop where we
explored static
electricity with
: balloons. We

* discovered that
- rubbing the balloon
- against our hair
caused our hair strands to stand up
because it created a static charge! We
also explored how to use static electricity
to make paper clips move without
touching them - it made us feel like
magicians! In Art, we practiced our
painting skills with the use of water
colours. We were inspired by the Austrian
painter Gustav Klimt and used one of his
famous paintings as a stimulus.

Year 5

This half term
has been an
enriching
journey for our
Year 5
students.
Engaging in a
virtual science
workshop
about the solar
system complemented their Earth and
Space unit, fostering a deeper
understanding of the universe. The
exploration of narratives and persuasive
texts showcased their writing skills, as
they crafted outstanding pieces with
increased independence. Delving into the
remarkable impact
that Malala has had
on women's rights
has not just
broadened their




global understanding but also instilled a
sense of compassion and a commitment
to positive change.

In Maths, the hands-on approach to
studying area and scaling has enhanced
their numerical knowledge and also
encouraged practical problem-solving
skills in real-life contexts. Children have
shown that they can use their
understanding on area, perimeter and
scaling to make appropriate estimations
and discoveries. Overall, this diverse
learning experience has enriched their
academic knowledge and contributed
significantly to their emotional
development: encouraging critical
thinking, creativity and a socially
responsible mindset.

Pre-Secondary

Pre-Secondary have truly shone in their
writing this half term, exploring the lives
of refugees and using their learning to
write biographies about local legend Hashi
Mohamed and narratives inspired by
‘When Stars are Scattered’
(maybe our favourite book
yet!). In Maths, the
students have mastered
multiplication and division,
using a range of methods
to solve different arithmetic
and reasoning problems. It

Lo

has really shown us how important

knowing our times
tables is! In Art, we
have explored Pop Art,
looking at the works of
| Andy Warhol, Roy
Lichtenstein and Julian
Opie and using their
colour-blocking style to

create our own portraits.

Half Term Fun!

-
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WHAT'S ON

Spring 2024

There are a wide range of events taking
place over the half term break, both
locally and further afield.

Use the link below to see the events that
Brent has organised in its libraries
throughout the spring.

What's On - Spring 2024

There are also a number of exciting
events taking place in Central London
over the next week. Some of these are
free to attend and some have an
admission fee.

e Imagine Children’s Festival,
Southbank Centre - until 17th
February

e Museum of London
Docklands - A Migration
Celebration - throughout half
term. Free to attend but must
book in advance!


https://issuu.com/brentcouncil/docs/what_s_on_booklet_spring_2024_spreads_web

e Women in STEM at the
Florence Nightingale Museum
- throughout the half term

e Japan: Myths to Manga’
exhibition at the Young V&A
Museum - until September

e Power Up History of Gaming
exhibition at the Science
Museum - until November

We hope you and your family have an
enjoyable and restful break and we look
forward to seeing everyone when school
re-opens on Monday 19th February.



