
 
Upcoming Dates:  
Monday 10th - Friday 14th February 
Children’s Mental Health Week 
 

Thursday 13th February 
Feel Good Thursday! 
 

Friday 14th February - 9.30am 
Cedar Class Extravaganza 
 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st February 
Half term break - school closed 
 

Thursday 27th February - 3.30pm 
Parent Workshop - Maths in Years 3 & 4 
 

Thursday 6th March 
World Book Day 
 

Friday 7th March - 9.30am 
Cherry Class Extravaganza 
 

Friday 7th March 
Read-a-thon! 
 

Thursday 13th February - 3.30pm 
Parent Workshop - Maths in Years 5 & 6 
 

Monday 17th March 
St. Patrick’s Day Special Menu 
 

Thursday 20th March 
Parents Consultations - school closes at 1.00pm 
 

Friday 28th March - 9.30am 
Sycamore Class Extravaganza 
 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 
 

Congratulations to 5 
Juniper Class who 
won the first 100% 
class attendance 
certificate of this 
academic year! 
 

Attendance Certificate Winners 
 

 EYFS & KS1 KS2 

w/b 6th 
January 

1 Pine 
97% 

6 Banyan 
98% 

w/b 13th 
January 

2 Laurel 
98% 

6 Kauri 
98% 

w/b 20th 
January 

Bonsai 
98% 

5 Palm 
99% 

w/b 27th 
January 

Ash 
96% 

5 Juniper 
100% 

 
 
Head of School’s Update 
There are many reasons to be proud of our 
school. In the last month, we have continued 
to welcome new families to the school and 
also held a number of family workshops. A lot 
of thought has been put into providing 
different opportunities for families to take part 
in different activities in school. This includes 
safeguarding workshops on Online Safety and 
sharing more information about the school’s 
focus on becoming an Anti-Racist school. 
Sadly the numbers of parents signing up 
versus the number that show up has been 
low. We are always looking for ideas for how 
to support families to engage in learning so if 
you have an idea for how to increase the 
number of people attending, please email us. 
 
I want to take the opportunity to thank you 
again for the care and support you have 
shown the school since the sad news of Alicia 



 

Gyimah’s death. The staff have really 
appreciated your kind words. 
This is a very special community that I am 
proud to be a part of.  
 
As Spring begins to show its first signs, we 
are looking forward to lots more opportunities 
to work together. 
With best wishes, 
  
Helen Box 
Head of School 
 
The Year of Maths #YOM 
 
Our Year of Maths at Mitchell Brook is almost 
halfway through and we're thrilled to update 
you on the exciting progress! I'm delighted to 
share that 93% of our KS2 children are 
actively engaged in Times Tables Rock Stars 
this month, showcasing their enthusiasm and 
dedication. Many children in KS1 have played 
Numbots to develop their recall of number 
facts! These online platforms are proven to 
improve your child’s confidence in Maths.   
  
We've held three parent meetings so far this 
year, with two more planned to keep you 
informed and involved in our Maths journey. 
We’re proud to say that almost all of the 
attendees who took our feedback survey, 
have left with a better understanding of what 
their child learns and ideas of how to support 
their child’s learning at home.   
  
Our goal is to build strong foundational skills 
and instill a love for Maths in every student. 
Thank you for your continued support in this 
journey! 
 
Vince Buffini 
Assistant Head & Maths Lead 
 
Newsletter takeover! 
Parts of this month’s newsletter have been 
taken over by some enthusiastic, budding 
journalists from Pre-Secondary.  Mehry, 
Harlei-Rae, Franka & Zara were eager to 

contribute to our newsletter and wanted to 
share some of the fabulous learning that has 
been taking place over this half term.  They 
volunteered to give up some of their lunch 
time break to plan content, interview teachers 
and write up their contributions.  Please read 
some of their work below! A big thank you to 
all the girls for their help - their writing will 
definitely be appearing in future newsletters! 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day is an annual event 
that takes place on the 
third Monday of January.  
Martin Luther King Jr. is 
a significant person from 

history that many year groups have learnt 
about during their time at Mitchell Brook.  On 
Monday 20th January, Mrs Huggins delivered 
assemblies for EYFS, KS1 and KS2.  All 
students learnt more about an amazing 
historical figure who spoke up for civil rights 
and never gave up. Children in KS2 learnt 
about Martin Luther King’s childhood, his life’s 
work and his on-going legacy, which helped 
them gain a deeper understanding of the 
impact he had. Please make sure you ask 
some questions to your children/child about 
what they have learnt. 
 
Mehry (Pre-Secondary) 
 
Children’s Mental Health 
Week & Feel Good Thursday 
 
From Monday 10th February, we will be 
celebrating Children’s Mental Health Week at 
Mitchell Brook.  This year’s theme is ‘Know 
Yourself, Grow Yourself’.  The children will be 
taking part in a special 
assembly, along with 
daily activities focusing 
on maintaining positive 
mental health and 
wellbeing.  On 

 



 

Thursday 13th February, it is Feel Good 
Thursday and the children can come to 
school dressed in clothes that make them feel 
good - we encourage traditional clothes from 
their culture or a colourful outfit that 
showcases their individual style. 
 
Safer Internet Day 2025  
 
Safer Internet Day is an event that takes 
place every year across the UK.  This year, 
Safer Internet Day is Tuesday 11th February.  
Alongside the lessons and assemblies that 
Mitchell Brook 
children take part 
in across the year 
around keeping 
themselves safe, 
this day is an 
opportunity to 
focus further on 
online safety.  The children have taken part in 
live online safety lessons, assemblies and 
quizzes.  It was a day of important learning 
and lots of fun! 
 
If you would like more information around 
keeping your children safe online at home, 
use the link below to take you to our Online 
Safety webpage. 
 
Online Safety | Mitchell Brook Primary School 
 
What we are learning about…  
Our Pre-Secondary newsletter journalists 
wanted to share some of the learning that is 
taking place over this half term.  Mehry, 
Harlei-Rae, Franka & Zara interviewed 
teachers from each year group to find out a 
little more… 
 
Nursery 
The learning this half term has been focused 
on The Farm!  The children have been 
counting, taking part in role-play - all while 
learning about their favourite farmyard 
animals. 
 

Reception 
Children are exploring the  story of ‘The 
Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister. They are 
using masks to act out the story and are 
creating their own fish with tissue paper and 
foil for the scales. 
 
Year 1 
During the past few weeks, Year 1 has been 
learning about the ‘Magic Paintbrush’ by 
Julia Donaldson. They have been writing a 
narrative based on this story, focusing on 
their letter formation and using the past 
tense, capital letters and full stops correctly.   
 
Year 2 
Year 2 are currently learning about St Lucia 
in their Geography lessons. They are also 
learning about human features and natural 
features.  In their Art lessons, they are 
learning about Pop Art, including artists like 
Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein. 
 
Year 3 
Year 3 students are exploring the work of the 
amazing artist, Gustav Klimt, who was an 
Austrian painter.  He liked to use repeated 
patterns and shapes with bright colours.  The 
students have been creating their own 
artworks inspired by Klimt’s work. 
 
Year 4 
In Year 4, they are continuing their learning 
around Christianity and some of the key 
stories from the religion.  This is building 
upon the RE learning from Year 3 focusing on 
Hinduism and Judaism.  In Writing, Year 4 
have been developing their understanding of 
persuasive writing.  They have been inspired 
by Greta Thunberg and have been taking part 
in debates around climate change. 
 
Year 5 
In Year 5, they are reading ‘The House with 
Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson and 
writing their own narratives inspired by the 
story.  In Art, the students have been looking 

 

https://www.mbrook.brent.sch.uk/online-safety/


 

at Still Life examples and developing their 
drawing and painting skills further. 
 
Pre-Secondary 
Pre-Secondary have been working incredibly 
hard in keeping up with all their learning and 
fitting in some revision and booster sessions 
too! In Science, they have been exploring 
evolution, inheritance and adaptation and the 
natural scientist, Charles Darwin. 
 
Lunar New Year Special Menu 
 
On the 29th January, the students and staff 
enjoyed a fantastic special menu to recognise 
and welcome the start of a new lunar year!  
On the day before, children in Year 1 worked 
with Chef Guimas to prepare the food and 
learnt about the different ingredients and 
dishes that were being prepared.  They had a 
fabulous time! 
 
 
 

Thank you for your support - 
Brent Food Bank 
 
During the months of November and 
December, we asked for donations to the 
Brent Foodbank and we received a large 
amount of contributions from staff and 

families.  The food - all 13 bags of it! - was 
dropped off before the Christmas break.   
 
Please see the message from Brent 
Foodbank below. 
 
To the community at 
Mitchell Brook 
Primary School, 
 
A big ‘Thank You’ for 
supporting Brent Foodbank! Your incredibly 
generous donation this Holiday Season 
weighed in at 147 kg! 
 
This amazing donation is hugely appreciated 
and will really make a difference to the lives 
of many people in our community, who are 
unable to afford food and essential items. The 
winter months can be particularly challenging 
for households who are struggling to make 
ends meet, as rising energy bills stretch 
already limited budgets. At Brent Foodbank 
we offer food, a warm welcome and help in 
accessing support services for people who 
may otherwise not know where else to turn. 
We offer some hope in troubled times.  
 
In a month we feed almost 1,300 people, 
over a third of whom were children. As 
temperatures drop, sadly, we anticipate 
demand to rise. We will be able to meet this 
demand because of you. Your generosity has 
the power to transform lives. By coming 
together as a community, we can ensure that 
everyone in Brent has access to food and the 
support they need to thrive. Your donation 
will have a real and immediate impact and go 
directly to people who are unable to afford 
food this winter. Please thank everyone 
involved, for their kindness and tell them to 
keep up the good work!  
 
From everyone at Brent Foodbank, we thank 
you again for your support this Harvest.  
 
We wish you a very Happy New Year. 
Best wishes, John, Sophie, Daniel & Chris 

 


