
Upcoming Dates:
Wednesday 1st Nov - 3.30pm
Reading Workshop - all year groups

Thursday 2nd November - 2.00pm
Celebration of Learning

Tuesday 7th November - 9.00am
Family Partnership Meeting - SEND

Tuesday 14th November - 9.00am
Family Partnership Meeting - Challenging
Bullying

Friday 17th November - 9.30am
Acacia Class Extravaganza

Friday 24th November
Bedtime Stories Event - EYFS & KS1

Thursday 30th November - 1.30pm
Parent Consultations

Friday 1st December
INSET DAY - school closed to students

This Half Term
Our first half term has seen the start of
the 2023-24 academic year and we are
incredibly proud of the way our students
have transitioned into their new year
groups and classes. Throughout the half
term, we have also welcomed new
families into the school and it has been
lovely to see so many happy faces at the
gates in the morning.

We have welcomed new class teachers
this year - Sadia Hersi (Reception Teak),

Jade Hargreaves (2 Laurel), Idil Osman (4
Maple) and Eni Metra (5 Palm). Thank
you for warmly welcoming our new staff
members into the Mitchell Brook school
community!

As in previous years, we want to work
closely with all parents and families in
supporting every child’s learning
experience. This began with the Year
Group Transition Meetings, Reception
Parent Consultations and our first Family
Partnership Meetings of the new academic
year. We have good attendance with over
30 parents attending with engagement
and positivity high on the agenda. We
would like to see even more parents at
our next scheduled events.

After a flying start, we look forward to
working with all our Mitchell Brook
families and local community to make this
our most successful year ever!

Attendance
This year’s whole school attendance

target is 97%.

Congratulations to our
Attendance Certificate

winners, especially
Teak & Juniper who

have won multiple times already!



Celebration of Learning

2nd
November at

2.00pm

During the month
of October, we
have been

celebrating Black History Month. Each
year group has been learning about a
significant Black person from history and
the impact they have had.

We are inviting parents and friends into
school to talk to the children about their
learning. The children are excited to
share the learning outcomes and tell our
visitors more about their significant
person. This event will take place in the
hall and children’s classrooms and will
finish in time for dismissal.

Home Practice

A number of parents have spoken to us
about their child’s Home Practice and how
they can support their children’s learning
further at home.

We currently set weekly Home Practice
tasks of spelling practice, daily reading
practice and Maths activities focussed on
number and times tables. These are
completed in the spelling book, reading
record or using our online platforms,
Edshed, Times Table Rockstars or Maths
Shed. Google Classroom (KS2) and
Seesaw (KS1) are also used to share
updates, learning resources or links and
holiday Superstar Challenges.

In Early Years, the children are
encouraged to read daily using
phonics-related books, if appropriate,
chosen library books to share at home
and other tasks that are related to current
learning and are shared through Seesaw.

The purpose of these Home Practice
activities is to support the children in
practising key learning skills which
support many other areas of learning and
there will be an opportunity to learn more
about our online platforms at Parent
Consultations in November.

We will always support families in learning
together at home and we have listened to
your requests for further Home Practice
opportunities. We will be introducing
these when we return after the half term
break. The year group website pages will
also be updated to reflect the wider range
of activities and suggestions for learning
at home.

We hope that during this
half term break, you have
been able to take part in
the holiday Superstar
Challenges. These are a
fabulous opportunity to
show their learning in an
alternative way and we are
looking forward to seeing
the creative displays and
presentations.

Parent Consultations

Parent Consultations will take place on
Thursday 30th November from
1.30pm to 6.30pm. Bookings can be
made through Arbor from 9.30am on
Monday 13th November.



Autumn 2 Learning

The new half term brings the opportunity
for new learning and the teachers have
created a learning overview to share this
with families. This is so you are aware of
the different learning that will be taking
place in school, what the children will be
expected to know or do by the end of the
term and how you can support at home.
These overviews will be emailed to all
families and can also be found on the
year group webpages as well. These will
be shared with families every half term
moving forward.

Welcome Back Event

We held our
‘Welcome
Back’ event
for families
on Friday
22nd
September
and it was a
huge
success.
Not only did
each year

group raise money to contribute to trips
and experiences, we were also able to
help families build their home library
collections as well as spend time in our
beautiful school library.

Thank you to all the families that
attended this event and we look forward
to more opportunities throughout the rest
of the year to come together as a
community.

Our September
Learning

Find out a snapshot
of the learning that
has taken place since
we started school
after the summer
holidays. There will
be the opportunity to find out more in the
next newsletter and the upcoming
Celebration of Learning.

Early Years

The children have had a great start to the
year! The students have settled in well
and have already got used to our routines
and expectations. The children have
explored many areas of learning and have
been developing their skills in different
areas of the environment. For example,
we have been working on our fine motor
skills through different opportunities like
sorting coloured bears using tweezers,
making different objects and numbers



using play-dough and mark-making. We
have been working on numbers 1-5,
counting and representing the numbers in
different ways and we have started our
Phonics programme, learning and
recapping the initial sounds. The children
have opportunities across the
environment to take part in role play,
either in our home living area or in the
kitchen. All the children have been
engaged in their learning and enjoyed
exploring new resources and learning
alongside their new friends!

Year One

In Year 1, the children have been learning
how to be successful within their
classroom. The children have engaged in
a wide range of activities to develop their
understanding of the world around them.
​In Science we have been exploring the
four seasons, recognising particular
features and discussing changes that
occur and in English, the children have
loved exploring traditional tales. Through
role play the children were able to act as
different characters and retold the
sequence with great confidence. The
children have shown great enthusiasm
with using phonetic sounds to support
writing their sentences. ​Year 1 also came
into school to find a suitcase labelled
'Property of Mary Seacole'. As their
curiosity developed and questions arose,
the children received a surprise visit by

Mary Seacole and one of her soldiers. She
shared her life, the impact she made and
why she is such a significant figure in
history. Over the coming weeks, the
children will continue to learn about her
incredible life and create art work along
with stories to ensure her story is shared.

Year Two

Year 2 have had a great start to the
school year - we have enjoyed lots of
learning, across all subjects. Pupils have
enjoyed reading the story of Ghanaian
Goldilocks and have had fun learning
through role play before we started
writing our own stories. We have begun
to write our versions of the story and
have been putting a lot of effort into our
handwriting. The staff and pupils have
enjoyed getting to know each other and
we cannot wait to show you more of our
learning. Thank you for all your support
so far!

Year Three

In Year 3,
we have
started
off the
year with
a bang!
All of the



children in Year 3 dressed up as rock stars
for 'Times Table Rock Stars Day' and we
battled it out to be the best class at
recalling our times tables. In our writing
lessons, we have been learning about
biographies and have started to write our
own biographies about the renowned
black poet, Benjamin Zephaniah. During
our R.E lessons, we have been exploring
the story of Rama and Sita and we have
also enjoyed learning to play the recorder
during our Music lessons.

Year Four

Year 4 have had a fantastic start to the
year as they have enjoyed the learning so
far and created new friendships. Mulberry
class has kicked off the year by attending
weekly swimming lessons which is the
highlight of their week and the whole year
group have become authors as they have
been carefully planning and writing a
narrative based on a historical period and
relished the opportunity to become
scientists again as they explore the impact
of Sound.

Year Five

Year 5 have already embarked on an
exceptional journey this year, marked by a
remarkable start filled with excitement
and curiosity. Embracing a student-led
enquiry-based approach, their Science
learning has ignited their passion for
discovery. They’ve enjoyed hands-on
experiments and investigations, fostering
a deeper understanding of the world
around them- with a focus on ‘Properties
and changes in materials’. Their thirst for
knowledge has been quenched through
captivating texts that have sparked
discussions filled with intellectual curiosity.
They have studied the everlasting legacy
of Walter Tull and the impact he’s left on
society today. Challenges have become
their stepping stones to growth, allowing
Year 5 to push their boundaries and reach
new heights through our ambitious
curriculum. We are confident that they
will approach the rest of the year with the
same vigour and excitement that has
defined their fantastic start.



Pre-Secondary

Pre-Secondary students have adapted and
settled brilliantly into their new classes!
They hit the ground running by
demonstrating excellence and writing
about their leadership qualities in their
manifestos with many children
campaigning for House Captain, Peer
Mediator and other leadership roles.
Through PE, children have been
developing their personal fitness and
Sequoia class have loved starting their
swimming lessons. Their vocabulary and
understanding of the world is blossoming
through Reading and Humanities lessons,
and we are so proud to see them applying
this within their writing. Keep up the
incredible work!


